
  CClinton 
 

Reservoir & 
Wildlife Area

Clinton Reservoir, located near Lawrence in 
Douglas County, was completed by the Corps 
of Engineers in 1977. High bluffs and wooded 

shoreline surround the lake. At normal pool, the 
reservoir stretches 8 miles up the Wakarusa River 
and covers 7,000 acres. In order to minimize the 
impact on the natural environment, roads follow land 
contours, buildings blend into the landscape, and 
shoreline development is limited in two areas.

   Clinton is popular with anglers. A mixture of trees and 
brush, mudflats, sharp drop-offs, deep river channels, 
rocks, and protected coves provide abundant fish habitat. 
To increase fishing potential, Clinton was filled slowly 
over a period of three years. Two-thirds of the native 
vegetation was allowed to remain on the lake bottom as 
fish habitat. White and black crappie, bluegill, largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, white bass, wipers, walleye, channel 
cat, flathead catfish, blue catfish and bullhead are found 
in the lake.  

   About 8,400 acres of the state managed wildlife area, 
including 450 acres of managed wetlands, are open year-
round to hunting and furharvesting. Remember, all 
hunters must obtain a free iSportsman permit, 
Information is located in parking lot information centers. 
Dove hunting can be productive because numerous fields 
are planted to wheat and sunflower. Check annually for 
maps depicting locations of dove management fields. 
    The majority of the hunting areas on the south side of 
Clinton Reservoir are controlled by the Corps of 
Engineers. The Corps of Engineers only allows 
bowhunting in these multi-use areas. Persons interested 
in finding out more specific information and regulations 
regarding this area should contact the Corps of Engineers 
at (785) 843-7665.

F I S H I N G

H I S TO RY

H U N T I N G

   Investigated archeological sites here indicate that 
hunting groups began to use the area as early as 8000 
B.C. From the time of the first European contact until 
1824, the Kansa Indians inhabited northeast Kansas. In 
1824, the Kansa sold portions of this land to the U.S. 
government, which used the Wakarusa Basin as a 
reservation for Shawnee relocated from Ohio and 
Missouri. Traffic from the nearby Oregon Trail forced the 
federal government to move the Shawnee out and open 
the area for settlement in 1854. That same year, the city 
of Lawrence was founded by abolitionists. 
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Clinton
Reservoir & Wildlife Area

   More than 11,000 acres of public land grace the area, 
with 9,200 acres managed specifically for wildlife by the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks. Furbearers, 
deer, and squirrel thrive in the woodlands. Brushy 
fencelines, small crop fields, and woodland understory 
provide habitat for quail, cottontail rabbit, squirrel, and 
mourning dove. Large flocks of turkeys can be found 
using a variety of habitats. 
   During the fall migration, hunters can enjoy good 
numbers of waterfowl, including Canada geese, mallard, 
and teal. A refuge on the upper end of the Wakarusa 
River helps attract and hold migrating ducks and geese, 
along with many shorebirds and other protected species, 
including bald eagles. The refuge is closed to all activities 
from Oct. 1 – Jan. 15 annually. 
   Controlled burning and tree shearing are management 
tools used to maintain native grass communities and 
control brush. 

W I L D L I F E

   Revenue generated from fishing and hunting license 
sales is used to fund management at this property. No 
state tax funds are available or used.  
   Feral hog hunting is not allowed. 
   Horse riding is allowed only on the designated horse 
trail. 
   Absolutely no driving off roadways. 
   Camping and campfires are not allowed. 
   For safety, target shooting is prohibited. 

T H I N G S  TO  R E M E M B E R

I N VA S I V E  S P E C I E S
   Please do your part to stop the spread of zebra mussels. 
Nearby waters are infected with zebra mussels. To 
prevent their spread, remove mud and vegetation from 
waders, anchors, and boats and then dry for five days, 
wash in 140°F water, or wash with a 10 percent bleach 
solution. 

Clinton Wildlife Area 
206 N 1600 Rd. 

Lecompton, KS 66050  
Area Office 

(785) 887-6882  
Regional Office 
(785) 273-6740  

www.ksoutdoors.gov

   Hunters are required to Check-in/Check-out 
before/after each hunt and is required on this property. 
   Check-in or check-out can be done through the 
GoOutdoorsKansas app or at ksoutdoors.gov/checkin (use 
qr-code below). Instructions will be available through the 
app or website. To learn more about Check-in/Check-out 
call (620) 672-5911 and ask for Public Lands. 

General Area Map
The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, 
national origin, sex (gender), sexual orientation, age, disability, 
genetic information, or protected veteran's status, in 
employment, access to programs, or other KDWP benefits or 
services. If you believe you have been discriminated against in 
any employment, access to programs, or other KDWP benefit or 
service, please submit a complaint to: Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks Office of the Secretary,1020 S Kansas Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66612-1327 (785) 296-2281.                                   08/25

ELECTRONIC DAILY HUNT 
CHECK-IN / CHECK-OUT
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